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CCCHAIRMANHAIRMANHAIRMAN’’’SSS   MMMESSAGEESSAGEESSAGE   
As I started to write this I 

realised that, hopefully, we will 
have all seen each other at the 
AGM, so some of this might well 
be “old hat”; please 
forgive me if it is. 

We were so delighted 
when Parita Patel came 
to us offering her 
services as Premises 
Officer. It is a really 
good sign for an 
organisation to have a 
new face and a fresh 
approach. 

Another piece of good news is 
that we are not going to lose our 
Vice-Chairman, Gwen Wright, 
which makes for good continuity 
and retains all the experience she 
has. However we are still in need 
of a Publicity Officer, who would 
be given all the practical and 
moral support needed. Come to a 
committee meeting, no obligation 
or pressure. As we discussed at 
the AGM, we would like to build 
up membership numbers. The 
committee have some ideas, we 
just need someone to put them 
into practice. 

I hope you’ve been able to cope 
with the parking situation because 
of the roof work at Harrow Arts 
Centre. This is a very necessary 
job undertaken by the council, so 
we have to be patient and use 
Morrisons car park even more 
than usual. Think of that little bit 
of extra exercise you’re getting! 

Once again I would like to 
recommend the U3A Summer 
School, held at St Brides 
Foundation, close to the “wedding 
cake” church and a very short walk 
from Blackfriars Station. The 
details are on the website. The 
presentations and walks are of a 
high standard and the lunch is 

splendid. The added attraction is 
that Gwen Wright and myself are 
on the programme. Check it out! 

Can I remind you that we try to 
b e  a w a r e  a n d 
a c c o m m o d a t i n g  f o r 
members with any kind of 
disability. Please let us 
know if you have a 
problem and we’ll do our 
best to deal with it. Harrow 
Arts Centre staff have bent 
over backwards to deal 
with the problem of the 
lift, finding ground floor 

rooms for our meetings. The lift is 
now working again (well, it is at 
the time of writing) so keep all 
your fingers crossed.  

We are in close contact with the 
staff at HAC about safety issues, 
particularly the tarmac part of the 
entrance to the link building. The 
top step of the Grimsdyke Room is 
awaiting repair, again; it has been 
requested but the staff have to 
rely on the council’s response. We 
have also mentioned access to the 
ramp for Hatch End Suite which is 
often blocked by parked cars, our 
own members’ sometimes! 

Finally, a thank you to the 
technically minded members who 
joined me in a sort out of all our 
equipment after Mathilde ’s 
meticulous care came to an end. 
Sadly, they were mainly men. 
Ladies, we need to balance the 
gender issue here. We rationalised 
and arranged everything to make 
it as user friendly as possible. I’m 
also glad to report that two more 
groups are making good use of the 
new stereo system. 

Climate change allowing, I wish 
you all a pleasant summer, as 
healthy as possible and full of 
mind-engaging interests. 

Anne Gerrard 
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EEEDITORIALDITORIALDITORIAL   
Hello everyone. 
Well, what a long, wet and 

dismal winter that was. Just at 
the point when we thought that 
spring had arrived at last, here I 
am typing this and it’s snowing 
again! However, daffodil blooms 
are poking through and the trees 
are starting to 
blossom, so let us 
hope that next week 
will be better. 

I would like to 
t h a n k  a l l  t h e 
contributors and 
helpers who make the  
N e w s l e t t e r s 
possible— those who 
write articles, compile 
the Diary, and help 
with proof-reading 
and stuffing envelopes. It would 
be useful to have more articles 
and photographs submitted by 
new contributors to increase the 
scope for inclusion in the 
Newsletters. It’s not difficult—all 
I need is about 500 words (about 
a half-page) or some photos of a 
U3A visit or a group activity. Go 
on, put pen to paper, or better 

still, send me an email! Please 
give it a try—you might even 
enjoy it! 

On page 11 you will see an 
item from U3A London Region  
about the London Region Music 
Day, which many of you may find 
interesting.  This has been 

circulated on the 
Yahoo Group Email, 
but you won’t have 
seen it  if you are not 
on that distribution 
list—yet another 
reason why you 
should sign up for 
the group emails (see 
page 22). 
These larger scale 
events organized by 
London Region, and 

those by the National Office (see 
Anne’s comment on page 1 about 
the Summer school, and the 
poster on the notice board in the 
HAC lift lobby), are terrific events 
and well worth attending and you 
will note that this one has been 
organized by our very own Vice 
Chairman, Gwen Wright. 

Stephen Dorff 

Please submit articles as Word (or 
similar) text files attached to an 
email, or as text in the body of the 
email. Please include the article 
title in the Subject line of the 
email. Photos should be high 
resolution .jpg files and attached 
to the email, not as pictures 
embedded in the email or Word 
document. 

The Editor reserves the right to 
edit the length of Notices and 
Articles to fit in the space available. 
Wherever possible the Author will be 
consulted beforehand, but the 
Editor’s decision is final. 

Opinions expressed in the 
Newsletter do not necessarily reflect 
policies of Harrow U3A or of the 
Third Age Trust. 

Copyright: Material in the 
Newsletter and Diary is copyright of 
Harrow U3A or of an individual 
where so identified. Articles or parts 
of them may be copied but only with 
prior permission of the Management 
Committee and we ask that the 
source is acknowledged. If you are 
submitting material copied from 
other sources, please first ensure 
that it is free from copyright 
restrictions. 

D a t a  P r o t e c t i o n :  A n y 
information supplied to the Editor, 
including personal details, will be 
held and maintained on a computer 
for as long a period as is reasonable 
for the purposes of correspondence 
and contact. 

Privacy: The lists of Management 
Committee Members and Tours & 
Visits Committee Members and other 
personal details contained in the 
Newsletter are for the use of Harrow 
U3A members only and are not to 
be distributed or used for general 
mailing lists. 

Please send Notices, 
Articles and Photos to 

newsletter.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 

BEFORE 
MONDAY 9TH JULY 

LIFT ACCESS AT HARROW ARTS CENTRELIFT ACCESS AT HARROW ARTS CENTRELIFT ACCESS AT HARROW ARTS CENTRE   
You are probably aware that the lift at HAC seems You are probably aware that the lift at HAC seems You are probably aware that the lift at HAC seems 
to break down with monotonous regularity. There to break down with monotonous regularity. There to break down with monotonous regularity. There 
is now a new lift contractor and it has been found is now a new lift contractor and it has been found is now a new lift contractor and it has been found 
that the problems occur because people try to that the problems occur because people try to that the problems occur because people try to 
pull the door open/closed instead of waiting for it pull the door open/closed instead of waiting for it pull the door open/closed instead of waiting for it 
to work automatically. They also keep pressing to work automatically. They also keep pressing to work automatically. They also keep pressing 
the buttons before the door has closed. This the buttons before the door has closed. This the buttons before the door has closed. This 
causes the mechanism to fail! causes the mechanism to fail! causes the mechanism to fail!    
To avoid problems, please ...To avoid problems, please ...To avoid problems, please ...   
···   DO NOT attempt to pull/push the door open/closedDO NOT attempt to pull/push the door open/closedDO NOT attempt to pull/push the door open/closed———

WAIT FOR IT TO OPERAWAIT FOR IT TO OPERAWAIT FOR IT TO OPERATE AUTOMATICALLY.TE AUTOMATICALLY.TE AUTOMATICALLY.   
···   DO NOT press the floorDO NOT press the floorDO NOT press the floor---call button inside the lift call button inside the lift call button inside the lift 

UNTIL THE DOOR HAS CLOSED FULLYUNTIL THE DOOR HAS CLOSED FULLYUNTIL THE DOOR HAS CLOSED FULLY...   
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An invitation from your committee 
You are cordially invited to attend any of the committee meetings to further your un-
derstanding of the workings of Harrow U3A. There will be no obligation to shoulder a 
role or engage in a task and you will be made most welcome. 

Please contact one of the committee to make arrangements to suit you. 

PPPOETRYOETRYOETRY   CCCORNERORNERORNER   

OLD PHOTO 

Who is that face peering out at me, all smiles and 
curly hair? 

I try to look and recognise a face no longer there. 
But even though the face has changed, the girl inside 

has not, 
I still have smiles and curly hair, but the rest has 

gone to pot. 

 

FLYING CARPET 

A Persian carpet in days of old would oft’ have magic 
powers. 

How different then a fitted one with lines or stripes 
or flowers. 

With handsome prince to fly away, where mystic 
lands await, 

Oh, how I dream romantically, but I’m past my sell-by 
date. 

 

HIGH HOPES 

Always hoping to achieve, but never getting there, 
Always on the margins, the loss is hard to bear. 
The aim is always higher than reality can show, 
But at the top of Everest, all I can see is snow. 
 

HIDE AND SEEK 

Haydn wrote some music to soothe the savage breast 
So did Mozart, Grieg and co, to finish off the rest. 
But I can’t write a single note, my skills are very 

weak, 
So I leave it to the experts, whose talents I do seek. 

 

WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

“Measure for Measure” is a play by the Bard 
But what is that measure, a metre or yard? 
A litre is foreign, I’ll stick to the pound 
And make mine a pint when you buy the next round. 
 

BORROWED TIME 

“The time has come” the Walrus said, a very well-
known line, 

But time for what and where and why, to eat and 
drink and dine? 

Borrowed time must be paid back, and therein lies 
the rub, 

But put it on the credit card and let’s go down the 
pub. 

 

WHERE ON HOLIDAY 

My favourite place is Venice, unique in form and 
style, 

To saunter round the tiny streets, mile after mile 
after mile. 

The gondolas are for the rich, so grab a vaporetto 
And glide along the Grand Canal enjoying a cornetto. 
 

A selection of Ten Minute Doggerel written at Creative 
Writing 2 by Lynne Dorff 

Consideration for Harrow Arts Centre Users 
If any groups find there is a noise issue with another user in a nearby room, please deal with it through your 
class Group Leader who will inform our Study Group Co-ordinator and she will negotiate with HAC. 
It is not conducive to our public image for irate U3A members to directly accost people who have booked 
and paid for their room. Whilst appreciating noise can be an issue, we need to show some courtesy and, 
dare I say it, mature appreciation of others' activities. 
The same procedure should be followed if there is any other problem relating to the facilities at HAC. Thank 
you for your co-operation 

Anne Gerrard 
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MMMONTHLYONTHLYONTHLY   SSSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERS   
Talks are on the last Thursday in the month (except where noted otherwise) and start 

promptly at 10.30am. They are held in the Hatch End Suites 1 & 2  at the Harrow Arts Centre, 
Uxbridge Road, Hatch End, HA5 4EA. Please come early to get a good seat and do not disturb the 
speaker or audience. For further details please check the U3A notice boards in the main entrance 
lobby and the lift lobby. I have tried to arrange a wide range of subjects and have asked the most 
popular speakers to return.  

These meetings provide an opportunity for members from all groups to come together and we 
welcome non-members, who may attend one meeting before joining Harrow U3A. The meetings are 
unashamedly publicity-seeking, and to advertise U3A to a wide audience.  Helen West 

 

Thursday 31st May:  Peter Latham – ‘A Career in Law’ 
Oxford graduate, retired barrister and retired Circuit Judge Peter Latham speaks on his very varied 
career in law. 
 
Thursday 28th June:  Terry Feldman MSc (Psych) – ‘Truth’ 
Returning by popular demand, Terry speaks on another fascinating subject. 
 
Thursday 26th July:  Nigel Coleman – ‘The Life and Times of Frank Sinatra' 
 

CCCRYPTICRYPTICRYPTIC   CCCROSSWORDROSSWORDROSSWORD   
Across 
1 Annoy a prince (5) 
4 Sounds like something to smoke around one's 

middle, but removes excess rain! (5, 4) 
9 Oyster man crushed by Priory (9) 
10 In a forest glade pterodactyl flies skilfully (5) 
11 Sounds like I will roll here with laughter (5) 
12, 2D Muhammed Ali, according to Tolkien (4, 2, 3, 

5) 
13 Banking excess above outline (9) 
16 Punches with hose (5)  
18 What man was before our time (5) 
19 Strangely, delay Karl in unlit passage (4, 5) 
20 JFK mixed with actors and got icy cold (4, 5) 
23 Stretching electronic ruler (5) 
25 Mack's got the cutting edge (5) 
25 Never failing, Sal leaves plenty feeling sick (9) 
27 Correct writing not on left side (5, 4) 
28 Irritable island race surrounded by fish (5) 
 
Down 
1 In with no one else there to watch Macaulay (4, 5) 
2 See 12A 
3 Affirmative, time about ready for Beatles song (9) 
4 Wife and cad turn things around (5) 
5 Media company with a pencil produces an aircraft 

that writes messages (9) 
6 Painter a touch reluctant to reveal muse (5) 
7 Peas in a pod perhaps! (9) 
8 Call of food for some tea, get jam sponge finally 

(3, 2) 
14 Adding value puts ending around wealthy, but 

without depth (9) 
15 Made and/or found spiralling in space (9) 
16 Vulture, perhaps, to square account in senior 

common room (9) 

17 GCHQ on office watch (3, 6) 
20 Jack's feeling alright with little hesitation, but 

don't take him too seriously (5) 
21 Speedy naval force (5) 
22 Unwanted flower after a type of shirt makes thick 

material (5) 
24 No movement initially in north eastern regional 

tramway (5)  

Compiled by Harrow U3A Cryptic Crossword Group 
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SSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY   GGGROUPROUPROUP   

SPRING 2018 
This group is intended for members who may be alone on a Sunday. YOU DO NOT NEED TO BOOK A 
PLACE but we ask members to phone JUDY LOFFMAN on 020 8427 2294 if they wish to come. Please 
give Judy a mobile phone number if possible. The group will leave at the appointed time with those who 
have registered their interest. 

Journey details will be in the Yahoo E-Mail each month. If you do not receive these please phone Judy the 
week before the outing. 

MAY 20TH:   LONDON WALK—Shakespeare’s and Dickens’ London 
London was to the two authors what Paris was to Balzac. It held them in its thrall, was both their canvas and 
their inspiration, their workshop and their raw material. They in turn made it their own, imaginatively 
colonizing it. And, like "special correspondents for posterity", bequeathed it to us. Today, despite the ravages 
of time, riot, bombing, and especially fire, traces of their London – shipwrecks from the past – still abound in 
the City. Everything from superb half-timbered Elizabethan dwellings to the magnificent early 16th-century 
gatehouse where Shakespeare went with his plays to the offices of the Elizabethan Master of the Revels. And 
from London's grandest Tudor manor house to crooked little alleys which fed the fires of Dickens' 
"hallucinating genius". Meet at St Paul’s Tube Station, exit 2, for a picnic lunch nearby at 12.30. Or for the 
walk only, meet at 1.45 at St Paul’s Tube for the 2.00 walk. Cost £8.00 concessions  

JUNE 17TH:  CANAL BOAT TRIP & CAMDEN LOCK MARKET 
We will be travelling from Browning’ s Pool to Camden Market.  Whether you’re interested in the history 
of the wrought iron bridges, the elegant Georgian and Victorian houses, or simply where the 
famous people live – and there are a few – the Waterbus team will give a full commentary so that 
we can enjoy the trip even more. J. K. Rowling, Michael Bond, Earl Spencer, Paul Weller and 
Madonna all live, or have lived, along the route. While you’re unlikely to see any celebs in their 
back gardens, keep your eyes peeled for Egyptian geese: a rare African bird that has made a new 
home for itself on the canal. Then we will visit the bustling market around the side streets in 
Camden.  The canal boats will NOT ACCEPT cash for payment of your ticket.  Use the tube to 
Warwick Avenue Station, Bakerloo Line; meet there at 12.30 to walk to Rembrandt Gardens, one of 
London’s tiny Victorian parks on the right-hand side of Browning’s Pool, for a picnic lunch.   Or 
for the canal trip and the Market, meet at Browning’s Pool at 1.30.  Cost for the Canal trip: £7.50 
concessions. 

JULY 15TH:  HEADSTONE MANOR MUSEUM 
Having been a working farm for over 400 years, Headstone Manor fell into a state of disrepair, and much of 
its surrounding land was sold off in the 19th & 20th centuries for the development of the housing you see 
today. In 1925 Hendon Rural District Council bought the site to create what is now Headstone Recreation 
Ground as a pleasure garden.  Following local government re-organisation in 1968, responsibility for 
Headstone Manor fell to the newly created London Borough of Harrow. After further years of increasing 
dilapidation, local people campaigned and volunteered tirelessly to turn the site into a Museum for Harrow, 
which officially opened in 1986. Some of those campaigners are still Volunteers and Friends of the Museum 
today. The Museum refurbishment is now complete. Meet at 12.30 at the café for lunch. Or bring a picnic. Or 
at 1.30 to tour the Barn and see all of the newly restored gardens etc. The H9 and H10 services both stop in 
Headstone Gardens/Parkside Way at Pinner View, which is a three-minute walk from Headstone Manor. The 
H14 stops in Harrow View at Victor Road, which is a six-minute walk away. There is a car park off Pinner 
View directly adjacent to the Museum complex and another at the opposite end of the park off Headstone 
Lane. No charge for the visit.  

AUGUST 19TH: THE MUSEUM OF LONDON— Votes for Women Exhibition 
This display forms part of the national commemorations marking the centenary of the 1918 Act that gave 
some women the right to vote for the first time. Dedicated to those who campaigned tirelessly for over 50 
years to achieve votes for women, the exhibition features iconic objects from the Museum’s vast Suffragette 
collection, including Emmeline Pankhurst’s hunger strike medal. At the heart of the display is a powerful, 
newly-commissioned film that reflects on the contemporary relevance of the militant campaign that 
continues to inspire, shock and divide opinion. Meet at the Museum at 12.30 for a lunch there or bring a 
picnic.  For the exhibition only meet at 1.30 at the entrance to the suffragette exhibition entrance.  No charge 
for the exhibition.  
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SSSTUDYTUDYTUDY   GGGROUPROUPROUP   NNNEWSEWSEWS   

Sustainability Group 
Harrow U3A's Sustainability Group usually meets on the first Monday of each month at 10am. 

Sustainability is a broadly defined subject that affects everyone. Our Summer programme includes 
topic presentations by group members, a visiting speaker and a visit to a plastic re-cycling centre. 
We also engage with both Harrow Council's consultations about housing and other infrastructure 
proposals and more widely with the Mayor of London’s plans.  

We are trying out Facebook to see how it can help us communicate, so have a look at our page 
https://www.facebook.com/harrowu3asustainability/# 

New members are always welcome. Please call Helen or Richard on 020 8427 6086, email 
rmaylan@ntlworld.com 

Our meetings this term include: 
9 April: Shrinking global farmland 
14 May: Guest speaker; Economics, living systems and wellbeing 
15 May: Visit to Enval re-cycling centre, near Huntingdon 
4 June: Oil industry in Kazakhstan 
2 July: Guest speaker: Aspects of toxic waste – (tbc) 

Comparisons in Music 
The Comparisons in Music study group has been successfully led for many years by Jack Leon. 

However, Jack has now decided to pass the baton over to me, so I’d like to take this opportunity to 
share with you what the group does, and the vision I and my co-presenters have for future 
programmes. 

Our goal is to inform, and hopefully entertain attendees as to what characterises a good 
performance of a piece of classical music, what makes it great and on occasions sublime. To do 
this we will listen to two or three different performances of a work, discuss their differences and 
identify what it is that might make us prefer one interpretation over another. You don’t need any 
specialised musical knowledge to find the group’s activities rewarding, just a desire to listen and 
appreciate the different insights that various performers can give to a work. We would like to 
interpret “comparisons” as broadly as possible, so you may find yourself on occasions listening to 
a piece of music by a classical composer contrasted with the same work after a jazz makeover, or 
after it has been transposed for different instruments. 

If this sounds like something you would like to try (if you’re not already a “regular”), come along 
where you can be sure of a warm welcome plus a feast for your ears. We meet fortnightly on 
Thursday mornings, details of which can be found in the diary section of the newsletter. Tony Kaye   
020-8420 6557 

Come Alonga To Singalonga Ron!! 
Thursday 24th May and Thursday 19th July at 2.00pm at Harrow Arts Centre Greenhill Room. 

Ron is doing it again!!  Ron Porter will provide a fun session of generally known songs which he 
will perform and accompany himself on a piano keyboard. You are invited to join in and enjoy 
without reservation, even if you just make a joyful noise. Ron will provide a Community Song Book 
designed for the Apollo Choir with songs mainly from the 20th Century from old Music Hall to Top 
Ten favourites. No booking required. So come along for a fun, musical afternoon. Any enquiries 
contact Rhoda Luer on 020 8861 0022 or email studygroupcoord.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk 

Email with Gmail and Google Documents 
Tutor Mike Allen 

This is an introductory email course for beginners. It will also look at the use of Google Docs which 
can be used as an on-line alternative to Microsoft Office for Word processing, Excel spreadsheets 
and PowerPoint-like presentations. 

Tues-Thurs 29, 30, 31 May  10.30am-2.00pm (30 minutes for lunch) 
Bentley Wood High School for Girls 

To enrol please contact Pam Gonsal email gonsalpam@ outlook.com. If you do not  currently have 
access to email, please get a friend or relative to contact Pam. 



7 

SSSTUDYTUDYTUDY   GGGROUPROUPROUP   NNNEWSEWSEWS   CONTCONTCONT’’’DDD   

History Group—Summer 2018 Programme 
All are welcome on Mondays in the Canons Room at 10.00am. 
May 21st Mary Salinsky VOTES FOR WOMEN! CHALLENGING THE MYTHOLOGY 
June 18th Christine Coates WOMEN WORKERS IN WORLD WAR I 
July 16th David Simmons MY AUNT’S LITTLE BOOK A Children’s book printed in  Nazi 

 Germany 1938 
Aug 20th Peter Hughes UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SIGHTS IN BRITAIN & IRELAND 

Local History Presentations 
Thamar is a member of the Pinner Local History Society's research group and has talked and 

written on topics including Pinner's suffragettes. She is offering a course on local history, focusing 
on the area around the Harrow Arts Centre, especially Hatch End, Pinner, Harrow Weald and 
Harrow. Initial sessions would cover the history of the Arts Centre site; the effect on the area of 
the London-Birmingham railway (the line through Harrow and Wealdstone and Hatch End); and 
early commuters. The sessions will take place every two weeks on a Friday morning at Harrow Arts 
Centre. If you are interested please contact Rhoda Luer - studygroupcoord.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk or on 
020 8861 0022 

New Bridge Group? 
There have been a few enquiries asking to start up the Bridge Group again. In order to justify 

hiring a room at Harrow Arts Centre we would need at least 16 people regularly to attend. If only a 
few members are interested, then perhaps the group could meet in someone's home. Harrow U3A 
have bridge tables and supplies of cards etc. to hand over. If you are interested in joining a Bridge 
group please let me know what days/times are convenient to you. Contact - Rhoda Luer - 
studygroupcoord.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk - 020 8861 0022 

New Mah-Jong Group? 
One of our members has a Mah-Jong set and wondered if there is anyone who knows how to 

play the game, and would be wiling to teach a couple of friends/members. If you do know how to 
play Mah-Jong and would like to start a small group, and/or if you're interested in learning the 
game, please contact me, Rhoda Luer -studygroupcoord.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk - 020 8861 0022 

Another Yoga Group? 
Many of you are unable to attend Tony's yoga group on a Thursday. I have an offer of a teacher 

willing to take a yoga group weekly on Monday OR Wednesday afternoons between 3.30pm and 
4.30pm. In order to justify booking a room at Harrow Arts Centre, I would require more than 12 
people to be interested in attending regularly. Email me telling me whether you prefer Mondays or 
Wednesdays. Please phone Rhoda on 020 8861 0022 or email studygroupcoord.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk  

Suggestions for New Groups 

We are always interested in suggestions for starting 
new groups at Harrow U3A.  Amongst possible 
subjects are: Antiques, another Garden Club, 

Geography, Geology, Photography, etc. 
 

If you have any ideas for a new group you would like 
to attend, please register your interest with me and I 

will see what can be arranged. If we have enough 
interest in a subject, there may be an opportunity of 

starting a self-help group to learn together. 
Please email me, Rhoda Luer, on  

studygroupcoord.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 
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WWWALKSALKSALKS   

COUNTRY WALKS 
Third Thursday of the month 

Programme for May to August 2018 

17th May 
A circular walk of about 8 miles from Amersham Station. After enjoying Amersham Old Town, the Misbourne 
Valley and Penn Woods before lunch at Winchmore Hill, our afternoon follows undulating paths back to 
Amersham. 
Leader: Arran Poyser: Tel: 020 8427 7132 Mobile: 07821 329106 
21st June 
A circular walk of about 7 miles from Richmond Station, taking in Richmond Park, woods and Ham Common. 
We return along the River Thames to the station via Richmond Palace and Richmond Green. Lunch will be at 
The New Inn on Ham Common. 
Leader: Shirley Geddes:  Tel: 020 8866 0392 Mobile : 07401 863883 
19th July 
A linear walk of about 8 miles from Princes Risborough to Wendover, via the Ridgeway Path and the Icknield 
Way Path. 
Leader: Jim Niblett:  Tel: 020 8428 3505 Mobile: 07798 893700 
16th August 
A circular walk of about 7.5 miles from Osterley station (Piccadilly line) taking in Os-
terley Park,  the Grand Union Canal and Long Wood Nature Reserve. 
Leader: Michael Grafton:  Tel: 020 89072168 Mobile: 07976769135. 

 
 
The walks in the countryside may involve hills and footpaths or trails that are muddy in 

places so a reasonable level of fitness is assumed. Stout walking boots or footwear are 
essential and  walking poles can be useful. 

Public transport is used to get to the start of the walks and to return home. Details to 
confirm transport arrangements will be circulated by email a week or so before the date of 
each walk. Often we need to choose from a lunch menu in advance of the walk. 

If you are new to the walks and would like to be on the email distribution list or for gen-
eral enquiries please contact Viv Gould by email viviennegould2@ hotmail.com or 
phone 020 8907 8099 or mobile  07803 728616. 

Or, if you want to try out a walk and have not been with us before, please phone the 
walk leader in advance for more detailed information. 
WALKING IS A GREAT WAY TO BE ACTIVE – SO WHY NOT COME ALONG FOR A SOCIABLE DAY AND ENJOY 

THE BEAUTIFUL COUNTRYSIDE SO CLOSE TO WHERE WE LIVE. 

WALK AND TALK 
(A stroll in a park) Time: Friday 10-11:30 

11th May Canons Park 
Meet at Canons Park station, Jubilee line (bus 
340)  
8th Jun Harrow Rec. Ground Walk and 
Tai-Chi.  Meet at Hindes Road gates, (free car 
park off Roxborough Road,  HA1 1RR  
13th Jul Stanmore Marsh 
Meet at Canons Park station, Jubilee line (bus 
340)  
10th Aug Roxeth Recreation Ground. 
South Harrow, Meet at free car park off 
Eastcote Road, HA2 8LQ 

SUNDAY WALKS 
(Linear walk) Start: 10:30 

For details refer to www.walklondon.org.uk  
or Harrow U3A website www.harrowu3a.co.uk 
6th May London Loop 8; start: Ewell West 
station (rail) 
3th Jun London Loop 9; start: Kingston 
station (rail) 
 
1st Jul London Loop 10; start: Hatton 
Cross station (bus or Piccadilly Line) 
 
5th Aug London Loop 11; start: Hayes & 
Harlington station (rail or bus) 

FRIDAY LOCAL WALKS  
(4 - 6 miles) Start: 10:00 

25th May Celandine Route 1-8 
2.7 miles linear walk. Meet at Pinner station 
(Met line) 
22nd Jun Celandine Route 8-14 
3 miles linear walk. Meet at Ruislip Manor 
station (Met/Piccadilly line) 
 27th Jul Celandine Route 14-18 
3.3 miles linear walk. Meet at Ickenham station 
(Met/Piccadilly line) 
24th Aug Stanmore Common Nature 
Trail. Meet at Warren Lane Car Park 
Stanmore, Bus 142 along The Common, HA7 
4FB 
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MONDAY 16TH JULY – VISIT TO DRAPERS’ HALL 
The Company of Drapers is No 3 of the 110 Livery Companies in the City of London. It was founded in 

1361 and incorporated as a Company by Royal Charter in 1438. Drapers’ Hall has been in Throgmorton 
Street since 1542. The original building was destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666. It was then 
rebuilt and altered in the 1800s but survived the Blitz in WW2. 

The Hall includes four magnificent main rooms which contain works of art and a silver collection dating 
back to the 16th Century. There is also an historic collection of documents from the 13th Century onwards. 

Meet at the exit to Moorgate Station (Metropolitan Line) at 10.00am. (There are 2 flights of stairs, each of 
15 steps, from the platform to the exit) 

Cost:  £7 which includes tea/coffee before the tour.  MB 

TUE 8TH MAY—MONOPOLY LONDON 
By coach to meet our guide at the Bank of England as all games of Monopoly start with the Bank.  There 

we will see a number of items associated with the history of the Museum before returning to our coach to 
roll the dice and have a tour taking in numerous Monopoly sights before the short walking tour at 
approximately 12.30pm with our “Community Chest” card which says to explore our surroundings on foot. 
Then we stop for a two-course lunch break at 1.00pm which includes tea or coffee. At 2.30pm we again 
board our coach to complete the round and do some sightseeing with a commentary from our Guide before 
parting company with him and returning home. 

Cost: £39 including Lunch and Gratuities TW/JK 

THUR 9TH AUGUST—HORSE-DRAWN CANAL BOAT TRIP 
Join us on a horse-drawn barge for a three hour trip from Kintbury, West Berkshire. Step back in time for 

a cruise along the Kennet and Avon Canal in the Kennet Valley, powered solely by a horse pulling the barge 
without any engine on board. The barge is painted in traditional “rose and castle” style and is an important 
part of English heritage, being one of the few remaining horse-drawn barges in the UK. 

Enjoy a relaxing day out in the picturesque Berkshire countryside and enjoy a ploughman’s lunch 
(included in the price). 

Our coach will pick us up at 9.30am at Morrisons, Hatch End. Expected time of return is 4.00pm / 4.30pm. 

Cost:  £32 per person BEK 

TUE 3RD JULY—TEAPOT ISLAND & UNION WINDMILL, KENT 
We make our way by coach to the attractive village of Yalding with its many interesting old buildings and 

which has the longest surviving medieval bridge in Kent at 450 feet long and was built in the 15th 
century.   On arrival we have coffee at Teapot Island, which is home to a collection of teapots, numbering in 
excess of 7000! We then go to the 4-star Mercure Great Danes Hotel in Maidstone where we will enjoy a two-
course lunch with tea or coffee. 

After lunch the tour continues with a drive through some of Kent’s most beautiful scenery alongside the 
North Downs Way. We then go to the village of Cranbrook where we will have a tour of the Union Mill which 
is a windmill in working order. 

We will have a guide with us for the whole day. The tour price includes guide, entry into Teapot Island 
and the Windmill, coffee at Teapot Island, two-course lunch and coach travel from Harrow Arts Centre. 

Cost: £42.25 per person PB 

MON 6TH AUGUST—A ‘MIDSOMER MURDERS’ TOUR 
Release your inner detective as you uncover locations used in this famous series.  

We have a guide with us all day touring around Oxfordshire and taking in some of the locations used for 
the series, including Thame, Dorchester and Henley. 

Cost: £24 including coach travel from Harrow Arts Centre and the guide for the day. PB 
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18-22 JUNE—FIVE DAYS TOUR OF FAMOUS FACES OF KENT 
Included in our tour of Kent is a visit to The Historic Dockyard of Chatham, 2018 being their 

400th anniversary. The 80 acre site has historic ships, a ropery museum, exhibitions, galleries, 
gardens and more. We will also visit Rochester Guildhall which was built in 1687 and is one of the 
finest 17th century civic buildings in Kent. The museum was founded in 1897 and its collections 
follow a timeline through Medway's history. Among the highlights is a full-size reconstruction of 
part of a Medway prison hulk. We also go to Canterbury Cathedral for a guided tour and then to 
the Canterbury Tales Museum where we meet our costumed guides, walk alongside Chaucer's 
pilgrims and revel in the recreated medieval scenes as five colourful tales are brought vividly to 
life. We also do a walking tour of Canterbury. 

Next is the double-moated Hever Castle with its 700 years of history which was once the 
childhood home of Anne Boleyn. It stands in 125 acres of gardens. We also have a tour and wine 
tasting at Chapel Down Winery in Tenterden. Then on to Charles Darwin's House at Down where 
we explore the history of the house, see the great exhibitions of his life and work and the lovely 
gardens. 

We will be staying at the Bridgewood Manor Hotel in Chatham—four nights half-board, table 
d'hote dinner menu of three courses with three choices per course plus tea/coffee and Full English 
breakfast. 

Coach travel from Harrow-on-the-Hill and Harrow Arts Centre. 

Cost: £581.00 per person. Single supplement £91.00. PB 

17-20 JULY—NORWICH IN LAVENDER TIME 
4 days/3 nights tour with half-board 

July is when the Lavender fields in Norfolk are at their peak and that is when the best Lavender 
water, soap and perfume is made in order to get the richest flavour from the flowers. That is also 
when photographers hurry there to catch the best picture of a field stretching as far as one can 
see of that special blue of the Lavender flowers in full bloom. This is also the time when Her 
Majesty the Queen visits her home at Sandringham, where there are many Lavender fields. 

We will also visit Sandringham—for the views...and for lunch! Our timing is good – only a few 
days before the Royal visit, during which Sandringham is not open. I think it fair to expect that 
both the house and the gardens should now be prepared and looking their best. 

Our hotel is the 4* Holiday Inn Norwich North, offering an indoor swimming pool and 
surrounded by a generous garden. It is located 3 miles from Norwich city centre, about a 10 
minute drive in our coach. During our tour we will spend some time in the City on most days. On 
the day we arrive there will be a guided sightseeing drive and a visit to the famous Norwich 
Cathedral. During other times in the city there will be free time to explore the narrow lanes and 
the market and be tempted to indulge in some retail therapy. 

Also right in the centre is an interesting garden with a choice to visit a nearby synagogue or a 
large church, or both.  If possible, we will make a short visit to the Mustard Museum, located here 
as a tribute to COLMAN’S MUSTARD which was created in Norwich in the early part of the 1800s. 

Included in the itinerary is a ‘MUST’ for anyone visiting this part of the country—a boat trip on 
the Broads starting in Wroxham. Also included is another old favourite in the area, Great 
Yarmouth. It is on the coast so we get a good view of the open sea while driving along the Marine 
Parade. We might stop for a cup of tea or maybe an aperitif in the “Pub on the Pier”. 

COST: £455 per person sharing a room. Single supplement £75. IS  
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THURSDAY 26TH APRIL—ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
Principal Guest Conductor and world-renowned virtuoso violinist, Pinchas 

Zukerman, is both conductor and soloist in this exquisite programme, which 
includes Bruch's fiendish Violin Concerto No.1 - adored by many for its dazzling 
passages, a heart-wrenching middle movement and an unforgettable finale. 

The Orchestra will also perform, amongst other works, Elgar's 
quintessentially English “Enigma” Variations, featuring stirring and instantly 
recognisable “Nimrod”. 

SIBELIUS  “The Swan of Tuonela” 

BRUCH  “Violin Concerto No. 1” 

ELGAR  “Sospiri” 

ELGAR  “Enigma Variations” 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor & Soloist—Pinchas Zukerman 

Cost £35.00 including Coach and Gratuities. 

Please contact Jack Kushner on 020 8954 8671 to check that spaces are still available before 
sending the tear-off slip together with cheque made payable to Harrow U3A Tours and Visits. 
Tickets will be distributed on the coach. 

If you are a If you are a 
wheelchair user and/wheelchair user and/
or need assistance or need assistance 
with mobility, please with mobility, please 
ensure you discuss ensure you discuss 
this with the Tour this with the Tour 
Organiser Organiser beforebefore  you you 
book an outing, so book an outing, so 
that your needs can be that your needs can be 
accommodated. We accommodated. We 
will do our best to will do our best to 
make appropriate make appropriate 
arrangements, but arrangements, but 
please be aware that please be aware that 
this may not always be this may not always be 
possible.possible.  
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J&MB Judith & Malvern 
Barnett 

27 Wessex Drive, Hatch End, HA5 4PX 
m.barnett2011@ btinternet.com 

020 8428 9387 

PB Pat Bays 15 Woodhall Avenue, Pinner, HA5 3DY 020 8866 9274 

JK Jack Kushner 
17 Sherbourne Place, 57 The Chase, Stanmore, HA7 3UH 
J.kushner17@ gmail.com 

020 8954 8671 

PG Pam Gonsal 
16 Latimer Gardens, Pinner, HA5 3RA 
gonsalpam@ outlook.com 

- 

MM Mary Morgan 
26 Fairview Crescent, Rayners Lane, HA2 9UD 
marymorgan.home@ sky.com 

020 8868 6649 
07741 318 914 

IS Inga Stone 
5 The Dell, Pinner, HA5 3EW 
ingatours@ aol.com 

020 8868 0543 

BEK Barbara & Elkan Kohn 
36 Blythwood Road, Pinner, HA5 3QG 
elkan@ kohnfamily.co.uk 

020 8866 2248 

TW Toni Waxman 
17 Sherbourne Place, 57 The Chase, Stanmore, HA7 3UH 
toni2bee@ talktalk.net 

020 8954 8671 

HOW TO BOOK AN OUTING 
Please note that all applications for bookings must be by post. To book a trip, fill in the relevant slip 
from the Tours & Visits Reservation Form and post cheque and slip to the organizers of the outing. (See 
addresses and phone numbers above). Enclose a separate cheque for each event; ALL CHEQUES 
MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO HARROW U3A TOURS & VISITS; cheques will have to be returned to 
you if made out differently, as the Bank will not accept them. 
If you include your email address on the booking slip where indicated, you will receive confirmation and 
the tickets by email. Otherwise, please send a stamped self-addressed envelope for the organiser to 
send you the tickets and/or other information. 
To avoid the disappointment of finding that an event is already fully booked, especially those 
events close to the Newsletter publication date, you can receive advance notification of Tours 
and Visits, including Theatre and Concert outings. Please sign up as described below. 

EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS 
Please note that, in future, advance information about Concert and Theatre Visits will only be sent 
out by email. Therefore, please register your email address with j.kushner17@ gmail.com if you wish 
to receive this information. For convenience, there will also be a notice pinned to the U3A Notice Board in 
the Lift entrance lobby at HAC. 
Harrow U3A Members who wish to receive early notification of Concert and Theatre and other Outings by 
email, should send their email address to Jack once only so that they can be sent up-to-date information. 
You can then book your reservation by email, but will still need to send a cheque for each event to 
the organisers. Places will be held back to accommodate those not on computer so that they would not 
be disadvantaged; for two weeks after the Newsletter appears only postal bookings are accepted in 
order of arrival. If you are booking at a later date, first check availability. 

BOOKING CONDITIONS 
CANCELLATIONS: Where we are able to re-sell your ticket, we will make a refund less an 
administration charge.  Tickets will always be offered in the first place to members on a waiting list for the 
outing. 
DISCLAIMER: Please note that only trips advertised in our Newsletter or paid for via Harrow U3A are 
under the auspices of Harrow U3A. Harrow U3A and the organizers cannot be responsible for any loss or 
injury, however caused. 
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Helen Harris has for many years run three 
separate fortnightly opera groups for Harrow U3A 
from her apartment, each group being of about a 
dozen people. “Marvellous dedication” I can hear you 
say and I bet the last thing you would expect her to 
do is to set up a fourth opera group. That is exactly 
what she did just over a year ago, and she blames 
me!  I may have had a minor germ of an idea, but she 
took it and expanded it so brilliantly that the final 
result which we are so thoroughly enjoying bears 
little resemblance to the initial thought. 

One of the most dramatic opera composers of 
the past is Richard Wagner (e.g. Ride of the 
Valkyries). He lived an exciting life, 
characterised by political exile for a 
time, turbulent love affairs, poverty and 
repeated flight from his creditors, 
detesting other composers who helped 
him (particularly if they were Jewish) 
and so on. However he had an amazing 
piece of good luck. A young King of 
Bavaria , Ludwig II, was such an ardent 
admirer of Wagner’s operas that he 
helped to finance the building of a 
special opera house in Bayreuth to 
perform Wagner’s works in an annual 
festival (opened 1876) which is still held to this day 
under the management of Richard Wagner’s 
descendants.  

The main work which is performed during the 
Bayreuth Festival is Wagner’s group of four operas 
known as the Ring and consists of almost 16 hours 
of opera intended to be performed over four 
consecutive nights. The demand by a world-wide 
public for tickets for the Bayreuth Ring cycle is 
enormous, with a waiting list of several years. It was 
therefore a great surprise when it was announced 
that for the very first time, Bayreuth would televise 
their current production of the Ring operas on Sky in 
2016.  

Appreciating what an unusual event this was 
and being a Sky subscriber, Helen recorded these 
television broadcasts in full.  However, it was a very 
controversial production involving brothels, oil wells, 
Mount Rushmore-type carved sculptures of 
Communist leaders and so on. It was strongly booed 
when first performed and probably caused Wagner 
to turn in his grave. Helen had started to look at the 
recording, decided that it was not for her and was 
considering deleting all 16 hours. By the merest 
chance I had heard of this unique broadcast and 
knowing that Helen had Sky, I asked her if she had 
recorded the programmes. As well as the operas 
themselves, each Act was preceded by an 

introduction and discussion by a panel chaired by 
Stephen Fry, a Wagner enthusiast which added 
greatly to the understanding of the operas. 

When Helen told me she was about to delete her 
recording, I implored her not to do so until she gave 
me an opportunity to see just one of the operas, the 
shortest and one which can stand alone (called the 
Rheingold). She said she would think about it. And 
what thinking she did! 

She asked each of her other opera groups 
whether they would be interested in joining if she set 
up a new group just to look at all four of Wagner’s 
Ring operas. More than ten people said they wanted 

to come and that was that! A new group 
had been formed. Some had never heard 
Wagner before but were prepared to give 
him a try. But this was not enough for 
Helen. As she knew the Bayreuth 
production was controversial she 
decided that for the benefit of the group 
she would compare it with a Royal Opera 
House production which she had 
available and which was more classical in 
its approach. After an Act of one 
production was played we were then 
given the benefit of the same Act in the 

other production and asked individually to compare 
and contrast them. Two for the price of one!  

It has been a marvellous experience and has 
ended recently. I in particular got my wish to see the 
whole of the Bayreuth production which I never 
thought Helen would want to do; we both agreed 
that it was terrible but you have to see something 
before you can criticise it and that is what we did. 
She has now gone one step further. She offered to 
continue the “Wagner” group by showing the rest of 
his operas. This suggestion was immediately 
accepted by everyone with enormous gratitude. 
Whether this means that we will see two 
Mastersingers, two Flying Dutchmen, two Lohengrins 
etc. only time will tell (although some say that one 
Parsifal is one too many!).  We might even get to see 
Rienzi, an early Wagner opera and his first success, 
based on a novel by Lord Lytton and performed very 
rarely. 

Aren’t we lucky to have such an inspirational 
and tireless Group leader? Her discipline is firm but 
her range of videos is huge and her DVDs are 
constantly being added to. As well as enjoying her 
regular opera sessions, those of us who are also in 
her Wagner group want to thank her most sincerely 
for all her efforts to increase our enjoyment of 
opera. Long may it continue! 

Michael Possener 

HOW TO SET UP A NEW U3A GROUP 
An appreciation of Wagner 

RRRECENTECENTECENT   AAACTIVITIESCTIVITIESCTIVITIES   
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We welcomed our guest speaker Rabbi Dr Frank 
Dabba Smith who came to tell us about his 
involvement with EcoPeace Middle East 
[www.ecopeaceme.org]. EPME is the only body active 
in bringing together the communities in all three 
territories – Jordan, Israel, and Palestine. Started in 
1994, it now has offices in Amman, Ramallah, and 
Tel Aviv; it runs some 100 projects, all aiming to 
tackle problems shared by all communities in the 
region. 

First among these is water. Israel leads the world 
in desalination processes and is the most water-
efficient country, followed by Spain at number two. 
Despite this, over-consumption in the region now 
reduces flow in the River Jordan to just 3% of its 
1918 volume; the depth of the Dead Sea diminishes 
by 1 metre per year, and the river Jordan’s role as a 
bird migration route is under threat. Companies are 
extracting minerals direct from the Dead Sea and 
from sink-holes and pollution is rife. Gaza has no 
drinkable water of its own and is desperate; their 
sewage goes into the Mediterranean and knows no 
borders. 

EPME approaches the problems at several levels. 
At community level they set up 'good neighbour' 
water links between towns and villages so that they 
can co-operate on the basis of shared self-interest, 
cleaning up water courses, organizing joint meetings, 
educating kids about conservation. Longer term they 
are backing a Jordan Valley development plan, 
helping to find developers. They argue for inter-
dependence, such as Jordan trading solar energy in 
exchange for water from Israel. They organize annual 
conferences for regional water ministers, also 
attended by officials from Sweden and Germany. 

Frank is on the international advisory committee 
for EPME and also works to bring North London faith 
groups together -Jews, Muslims, Methodists -to help 
tackle humanitarian issues in the middle east. They 
hold a meeting each year at Wembley Central Mosque 
and there will be an open multi-faith event in Brent 
this Spring. 

Getting things done collaboratively in a disputed 
and occupied land can be tough. Should local 
communities stay ideologically ‘pure’, or engage with 
the system? EPME finds it can help communities 
'play' the system because it’s not monolithic; they 
can chip away at obstacles and find ways to co-
operate. Pilgrimages are big business; encouraging 
them can reward all communities in a 
neighbourhood. Eco-parks can be joint projects to 
incentivise sustainable energy. 

We discussed many points with Frank. In his 
view the bottom line of the three monotheistic faiths 
is humanitarian with the river Jordan a shared 
symbol. When we asked about visiting some EPME 
projects he offered to organize a trip for us; he 
suggested May or Sept-Oct as the most comfortable 
months, at a cost of around £1000 each for up to 24 
people. We thanked him warmly and promised to 
consider his offer. 

Richard Maylan 

 

[Rabbi Dr Frank Dabba Smith is the rabbi at 
Mosaic Liberal Synagogue in Harrow. As well as his 
pastoral work within the synagogue, he is heavily 
involved in inter-faith work with local communities 
and with EPME] 

SUSTAINABILITY GROUP – ECOPEACE MIDDLE EAST 

A talk by Rabbi Dr Frank Dabba Smith on 5 February 2018 
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Ah, Venice, la Serenissima. Glorious in her beauty 
in the clear sunlight of Canaletto; somewhat more 
challenging in the rain (and, boy, was it raining when 
we arrived!) but beautiful none the less. 

Inga gathered her ‘chicks’, as she called us, 
together on arrival at Marco Polo airport, and we 
were ushered to a water taxi to take us to Hotel 
Gabrielli on the lagoon, about 500 metres and 
several bridges away from St. Mark’s Square. Bridge 
playing took on a whole new meaning as when we 
arrived it was dark, chucking it down and visibility 
was practically zero. Inga knew the hotel was by a 
bridge and insisted the boat driver drop us on the 
correct side so that less-able members of our group 
didn’t have to traverse a possibly slippery bridge in 
the dark. He insisted he couldn’t, due to mooring 
restrictions, so we all disembarked. Going off in 
different directions we all eventually found the hotel; 
in fact, the boat had indeed moored in the right 
place practically opposite the hotel, but the name 
was unlit and nearly invisible in the poor conditions. 
Rooms allocated, luggage distributed and after a 
quick wash and brush up we all met for welcome 
drinks, proper introductions and dinner. This was 
the first time we had been on a U3A holiday but 
many of our group were old hands and were eager to  
experience another great holiday. We have been 
members for several years, but there are still many 
members we don’t know and it was great to get to 
know some really lovely people. It’s what U3A is all 
about, whether in a couple or on your own, 
friendship is what makes us so special. 

Waking up Monday morning and looking out of 
our hotel window would have been like gazing at a 
Canaletto painting, except for the fact that 
everything was shrouded in fog. Only ever having 
been previously during the summer months, it was 
fascinating to see the same views in different 
weather conditions. It soon cleared up and we took a 
short walk (some went by vaporetto but got on one 
going the wrong way, which delayed matters 
somewhat) to the spectacular Doge’s Palace for a 
guided tour , and then an afternoon at leisure. My 
husband, Stephen, and I walked around the Arsenale 
area, named after the naval dockyard (not the 
football club!) that built ships from about 1104 until 
conquest by Napoleon in 1797. The dockyard itself is 
still a military area, so we couldn’t go inside, but 
there is a naval museum.  

On Tuesday morning we all went by vaporetto to 
Burano, a very twee island, famous for lace making 
and full of brightly coloured houses. Another lovely 
meal then back to Venice for a visit to the Accademia 
art gallery. This was rather disappointing as a large 

section was closed for renovation.  

We had the whole of Wednesday to ourselves and 
spent ages at the Peggy Guggenheim art collection. 
This is very modern with works by Moore, Mondrian, 
Picasso, Ernst, and Pollock to name-drop but a few. 
We then took the vaporetto to the Lido, where I had 
holidayed as a child. It looked very sad as the 
majority of hotels and shops were still closed for the 
winter. The huge beach was deserted and looked like 
a scene from “Death in Venice”.  

There can’t be many views to rival the journey 
from one end of the Grand Canal to the other, which 
we did on our return to the hotel. I am sure people 
must suffer from ‘Venice neck’, straining to look 
from one side to the other, as you pass the  stunning 
palazzi, grand hotels and even grander churches. 
That evening we ate at a small but buzzing  
restaurant and proceeded to stroll back to the hotel. 
Unfortunately, one wrong turn and we ended up 
completely lost. In any other city you may have felt 
reluctant to walk down a dark alley late at night but 
Venice isn’t like that. Eventually we found people 
who spoke English and pointed us in the right 
direction. In fact, we weren’t very far from where we 
wanted to be, but that’s what happens in Venice. 

On our last night, we gathered for a group dinner 
before which some of the group gave little 
presentations of poems, a tai chi demonstration and 
Inga and her Swedish friend performed a typical 
Swedish dance to much applause. 

The last morning  all packed and ready to go,  we 
had the morning to discover yet another hidden part 
of the city, this time away from the tourist areas, 
where real life goes on. Ordinary shops, a Co-op 
supermarket, a butcher, a baker and probably a 
candlestick maker.  

This is the first time we have been away with 
Inga and we had a wonderful time. She did an 
amazing job keeping us informed, organising tours, 
boat and museum passes. Although we have been to 
Venice several times, it never fails to enthral, 
fascinate and stimulate the senses. That’s what 
Venice is all about; a small bridge here, a winding 
alley there, a square full of cafes and of course ice 
cream. Seeing it on film or TV doesn’t do it justice; if 
you’ve never been you must go and it will be 
imprinted in your heart for ever. 

Lynne Dorff 

BUONGIORNO VENEZIA—TOUR TO VENICE—11-15 March 2018 
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MONTHLY: SUNDAY:  Sunday Walks; Sunday Group 
VARIOUS DAYS: Luncheon Club; Tours & Visits; Tinkering with Technology 

SHORT COURSES: Computer course—E-mail with G-mail and Google Documents—see page 6 
 History of Modern Europe 1789-1918 
NOTES: Some Monday and Friday classes may not occur owing to public holidays. 

Class groups 1 & 2 in italics are on alternate weeks. 
Check full details of all times and locations in detailed Diary. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

WEEKLY 

Creative Writing 1 
Fitness Training 
German Beginners 3 
Harrow U3A Art Studio 
Painting: Mixed Media 

Workshop 

Choir 
Embroidery 
International Folk 

Dancing 
Current Affairs 1-4 

Creative Knitting 
Tai-Chi  Advanced 
Tai Chi  Beginners/ 

Intermediate 

Life Drawing & Painting 
Studio 

Watercolour Art Class 
Yoga 

Portrait Drawing & 
Painting 

2-WEEKLY 

German Beginners 2 
Modern Jazz 

Appreciation 
Philately 
Spanish Advanced 
Stanmore Opera 1 
Stanmore Opera 4 

(Wagner) 
Water-colour Workshop 
Water-colour & Oils 

Workshop 

Book Club 1 
Contrasts in Classical 

Piano Music 
Digital Painting 

Workshop 
French Revision (3rd 

year) 
German Conversation 

Advanced 
Improvers’ Bridge 
Latin for Beginners 
Portuguese  Advanced 
Portuguese Beginners / 

Intermediate 
Rehearsal (Speaking in 

Public) 
Spanish for Beginners 

(3rd year) 

19th Century English 
Novel 

Ancient Greek 
Anna Karenina 
Classical Music  

Appreciation 1 & 2 
Cryptic Crosswords 
Current Affairs 5 
French Conversation 
French Intermediate 
Getting a Likeness : 

Portrait 
Jazz Appreciation 2 
Latin Advanced 
Literary Discussion 1 
Opera 
Spanish Intermediate 
Stanmore Opera 2 & 3 

Arts & Crafts 
Chamber Music 
Comparisons in Music 
French Conversation 

Advanced 
Interest in Science 
Italian Conversation 

Adv. 1 & 2 
Jazz Appreciation 1 
Literary Discussion 2 
Pre-Intermed. Spanish 

1 & 2 
Singalonga Ron 

Homer: The Iliad 
Magic of the Musicals 
Psychology of 

Everyday Life 
Rehearsal (Speaking 

in Public) 

4-WEEKLY/MONTHLY 

Beginners’ Cookery 
Creative Writing 2 
Crime Thrillers Readers 

Group 
Family History 
History 
Play Reading 
Sustainability 

Cookery 
Renaissance Art 
Spanish/English Film 

Club 
World Art 

Garden Club Book Club 2 
Country Walks 
German Conversation 

“Preston 
Stammtisch” 

German Reading & 
Writing 

Middlebrow Book Club 
Monthly Speakers’ 

Meetings 

German/English Film 
Club DE 

Local Walks 
Walk and Talk 
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This Newsletter and 
Diary are also 

available on the 
Harrow U3A website 

at 
www.harrowu3a.co.uk  

where you will be 
able to enlarge the 

view for ease of 
reading smaller print 

if necessary. 

CCCROSSWORDROSSWORDROSSWORD   AAANSWERSNSWERSNSWERS   
Across 

1 Harry; 4 Waste [sounds like waist] Pipe; 9 Monastery [anagram]; 10 Adept [hidden]; 11 Aisle [sounds like 
I’ll]; 12, 2d Lord Of The Rings; 13 Over+draft; 16 Socks; 8 Early; 19 Dark Alley [anagram]; 20 Jack Frost 
[anagram]; 23 E+king ; 25 Knife; 25 (S)Ever(al)+green; 27 Right Hand; 28 Ra+tt+y 

Down 

1 Home Alone; 2 See 12a; 3 Yes+t+erday[anagram]; 4 W+heel; 5 Sky+writer; 6 Erato [hidden]; 7 Identical; 8 Eat 
Me [last letters]; 14 En-rich-(d)ing; 15 Andromeda [anagram]; 16 Sc+avenge+r; 17 Spy Agency; 20 J+ok+er;  
21 Fleet; 22 T+weed; 24 Inert [first letters] 

STAMPS FOR CHARITY 
 

A wonderful way of making use of your used stamps! As joint 
membership secretary I was left with a large quantity of used stamps 
and have discovered an excellent charity to donate them to. 

The charity is called “Little Voice” based in Ethiopia. It is a genuine 
charity with no highly paid executives and all the money raised goes 
towards building schools for orphaned and abandoned children and to 
help women in a male-dominated culture. 

The parcel of used stamps I sent will probably raise about £15 which 
would sustain a child in Ethiopia for about a month. 

IMPORTANT 

1. When cutting stamps off envelopes leave a wide margin, at 
least 1 inch all round, as the stamps are sold by weight 

2. Even more important – when posting stamps to Malcolm, 
stamps tend to bulk up in the middle of the envelope and then 
do not pass through the slot in the Royal Mail sorting office 
incurring a £1.50 surcharge. A large stamp only costs 19p extra. 

Please send your used stamps to:  
Malcolm Finebaum, 8 Mountford House, Crescent Road, Enfield, EN2 7BL
 His tel no is 020 8245 2587 

WANTED 
PUBLICITY OFFICER 
If you are interested in filling this important 

role, please contact Anne Gerrard or Lynne Dorff 
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Harrow U3A website 
 

Want to know what’s on? — The Notice Board page will 
give you news and information which has become 
available since the publication of the newsletter, plus 
reminders of planned events month by month.   
Can’t lay your hands on your printed copy of the 
newsletter? — You needn’t worry – it’s there on our 
website and so is the Study Group Diary. You will also find 
links to important documents such as our Constitution, 
Standing Orders, AGM Minutes and much more. 
Don’t miss out – Go to www.harrowu3a.co.uk or, even 
better, make it your Home Page. 

Webmaster: Dennis Kersh Website Editor: Pam Gonsal 

THE HARROW U3A YAHOO GROUP EMAIL LIST 

is our major means for rapid internal communication with 
members. It is used to advise breaking news, 
announcements, and information about study/activity 
groups, local and national events, tours and visits, and much 
more. 

To receive regular notices and updates of our activities you 
need to join the group email listing. Even if you have given 
your email address to the Membership Secretary when joining 
or renewing, you will not automatically have been included in 
the group email list— this option can only be activated by 
you. 

Every Harrow U3A member who is connected to the internet is 
urged to register his/her name for inclusion on the completely 
confidential and secure mailing list. 

THIS IS HOW TO DO IT: 

New subscribers: Go to the Harrow U3A website 
www.harrowu3a.co.uk, hover your cursor over How to Join 
and select Instant Info Email List and you will be taken to a 
link to join the mailing group —follow the simple instructions. 

To notify a Change of Email address or To Unsubscribe 
from the Email list: Go to Instant Info Email List as above, 
and follow the instructions at the foot of the page. 

If you wish to respond to a Notice If you wish to respond to a Notice 
issued via group email, please DO issued via group email, please DO 
NOT ‘Reply to Sender’ (Georgina NOT ‘Reply to Sender’ (Georgina 

Butcher), but send an email Butcher), but send an email directly directly 
to the person(s) identified in the body to the person(s) identified in the body 

text of the Notice.text of the Notice.  

An important message to 
all Members and Group 

Leaders 
 

Please remember to 
switch off mobile phones 
or select “silent ring” 
during lectures, talks and 
other activities. Ringing 
and bleeping are very 
distracting to other 
members. Please also 
refrain from using tablets 
with a stylus or any other 
gadgets that can create a 
noise which could 
disturb the concentration 
of members attending 
lectures. 

 
 
 
 
 

If a member is not well, 
has been in hospital, or 
they have not attended 
meetings for a while, let 
me know so that I can 
check on their welfare. 
Please do not remove 
them from your register 
until we know if they 
will be returning. Also, 
please let me know if a 
member has suffered a 
bereavement. 

 
Thank you.  

 
Susan Field,  

Members’ Liaison 
Officer,  

01923 819162 
susanj.field@ 
ntlworld.com 
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U3A National OfficeU3A National OfficeU3A National Office———New AddressNew AddressNew Address   

The Third Age TrustThe Third Age TrustThe Third Age Trust   
52 Lant Street52 Lant Street52 Lant Street   
LondonLondonLondon   SE1 1RBSE1 1RBSE1 1RB   

020 8466 6139020 8466 6139020 8466 6139   

national.office@u3a.org.uknational.office@u3a.org.uknational.office@u3a.org.uk   

www.u3a.org.ukwww.u3a.org.ukwww.u3a.org.uk   

NEW MEMBERS:  
For all enquiries regarding 

membership, please contact 
our Enquiries Officer — see 

contact details above. 

EXISTING MEMBERS: 
Please remember to inform the 
Membership Secretaries if 

you change your address, 
phone number, email address, 

etc. — send an email to 
membership.hu3a@yahoo.co.uk 

or phone 020 8422 9895, 
which has an answering 
machine if no-one is in. 

CAR PARKING 

Please park within the parking lines at 
Harrow Arts Centre and PLEASE DO NOT 

block the ramp to the Hatch End Suite and 
DO NOT park in a disabled bay unless you 

display a blue badge. 

Visitors to Harrow Arts Centre are Visitors to Harrow Arts Centre are 
permitted, indeed encouraged, to park in permitted, indeed encouraged, to park in 

MORRISONS supermarket car park. This is MORRISONS supermarket car park. This is 
open from 8am until 11pm. Whilst no open from 8am until 11pm. Whilst no 

guarantee can be given, it is considered guarantee can be given, it is considered 
safer than the overcrowded Arts Centre car safer than the overcrowded Arts Centre car 

park.park.  

HARROW U3A MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Life President:  Georgina Butcher  020 8428 2665  butcher560@ btinternet.com 

Chairman Anne Gerrard 020 8954 4110 chairman.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 

Vice-Chairman Gwen Wright 020 8864 9019 gwen.wright@ virgin.net 

Hon. Secretary Lynne Dorff 020 8428 4140 secretary.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 

Hon. Treasurer Madhu Badale 020 8421 3485 treasurer.hu3a@ yahoo.com 

Membership Secretaries Kathy Westhead 
Frances Howard 

020 8422 9895 
020 8868 8348 

membership.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 
franhow@ btinternet.com 

Study Group Co-ordinator Rhoda Luer 020 8861 0022 studygroupcoord.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 

Publicity Officer vacant   

Speakers’ Secretary Helen West 020 8907 8252 speakerssec.hu3a@ yahoo.com 

Enquiries Officer Sheilah Lowe 020 8861 3821 sheilahlowe62@ sky.com 

Members’ Liaison Officer Susan Field 01923 819162 susanj.field@ ntlworld.com 

Diary Administrator Anne Gerrard 020 8954 4110 study2.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 

Premises Officer Parita Patel - premises.hu3a@ yahoo.com 

Non-Committee Members:    
 Tours and Visits Jack Kushner 020 8954 8671 j.kushner17@ gmail.com 

 Web Master  Dennis Kersh 07533 660113 webmaster.hu3a@ uwclub.net 

 Web Editor  Pam Gonsal - gonsalpam@ outlook.com 

 Newsletter Editor  Stephen Dorff 020 8428 4140 newsletter.hu3a@ yahoo.co.uk 



20 

HHHARROWARROWARROW   U3A PU3A PU3A PHOTOCALLHOTOCALLHOTOCALL   

Printed by The Print Shop, 4 Pinner Green, Pinner HA5 2AA 
020 8429 0020 www.printshoppinner.co.uk 

One of the highlights on the NORWICH TOUR is 
a cruise on the Broads see page 10 

Photo: Google Images 

Selected photos from Wednesday Current 
Affairs Group at their annual January Lunch on 
10 January 2018 

Photos: Geoff Wolfson 

Burano Venice in the mist 
see page 15 Photos: Stephen Dorff 


